
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Volume 34, Issue 5, May 2019 
 

The LEAVENWORTH EXCHANGE 
Celebrating together as friends and neighbors 

 

 

Reminder! The LNA 

Membership meeting 

will be  

May 16, 2019.  

7:00 PM 

We will be meeting at  

DEWEY 

PARK!!!! 
Yes, "Headquarters" 

 

See you there!! 
 

 

 

  

 

 

President's Letter..... 
  

Today, we received word that the LNA is one of the 

recipients of the 2019 Mayor’s Grant. This grant money 

will be used to host a shred and e-recycling event later 

this summer. More details coming soon!  

 

We also recently applied for another grant to jumpstart 

the neighborhood compost program. This program is 

going to add so much value to our community and our 

neighborhood association! I’m excited to see how it 

progresses from here.  

 

These types of projects are possible because one of our 

neighbors had an idea, and decided to do something 

about it. It only takes one idea and one person to make 

new and exciting things happen for our neighborhood.  

 

What are some of the things that you would like to see 

done in our neighborhood? How will you be part of that 

conversation? How can that LNA support you in your 

vision?  

 

We would love to hear your thoughts. See you at the 

next meeting!   

    Ashley Flater 
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join US now!! 
 

Family membership: 

$15 

Business Membership: 

$25 
Make checks payable to "LNA".  Bring to 

the meeting, give to a Board member, or 

Mail to: 

Leavenworth N.A. 

3031 Leavenworth St, Omaha, NE 68105 

 

PLEASE NOTE: You can also pay directly 

through PayPal, sending your transaction to: 

Treasurer@LNAOmaha.org 

Garden Clean-up May 4 
By Addie Gengenbach 
 

A good sized group of volunteers helped out on a 

beautiful Saturday to get our gardens in shape. 

Overall the gardens both look so much better and the 

Identity Garden especially went through quite the 

transformation. All the volunteers did great work!  

Ben White did a wonderful job coordinating, setting 

the project up, and making sure the volunteers were 

fed and watered.  And Colorburst was a HUGE help 

and went above and beyond! 

 

I encourage everyone to take a little neighborhood 

stroll and check them out. And if you have a moment 

in the future, pull a few weeds to keep the gardens 

looking pretty! 

 

Spring Clean-Up May 18  
By Jack Henry 

 

Time: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Where: Dewey Park Bldg., Turner Blvd. and Dewey 

Who: Everyone in our neighborhood 

Why: Because for 34 years we have taken pride in our 

neighborhood by cleaning up the bulk trash from garages, 

alleys, basements, etc.  

 

The City has provided the means by budgeting and 

providing the packer trucks and manpower to haul this 

bulky trash. We, and other neighborhood groups, take this 

day to round up the junk that cannot go on the curb. The 

location has changed as we embrace the space of our new 

headquarters at Dewey Park. There will be a chance to 

recycle scrap metal again, as we have done for 33 years. 

And as we have also done for the last three decades, we 

will assist those in need and roam the alleys for junk. But 

we do need someone with a pick-up truck to 

volunteer.  

 

The City has again provided sites for dropping off tires 

and appliances. Tires can be dropped off at 22nd & 

Leavenworth. Appliances need to be dropped off at South 

High School on 23rd & J Street. Note that rims must be 

removed from the tires. If you do not have the means to 

transport your junk, call Jim Thompson at 402-342-4371. 

 

Here are the simple rules: 

* Neighborhood volunteers will monitor the dumpsters 

(NO commercial hauling!) 

* Items ACCEPTED: furniture, bulky items, metal 

* Items NOT ACCEPTED: yardwaste, rocks, concrete, 

and paint, hazardous & toxic material 

* Toxic materials (paint, oil, pesticides, chemicals) can be 

taken to the Under the Sink facility near 120th & I 

Streets. They are making special provisions this year to be 

open on Saturday until 4:00 PM, no appointment 

necessary. 

* Tree brush vouchers will be available for large loads. 

 

Please note that the hours of our event are only from 9:00 

AM until 2:00 PM. And yes, VOLUNTEERS ARE 

NEEDED! The Membership Team will be on hand to 

collect your dues and provide refreshments. Thank you to 

our consistent and loyal vendors in the LNA for their 

donations.  In addition to getting the neighborhood 

spruced up, this event has always been a great social time 

to introduce and work arm-in-arm with your neighbors. 

Please join us for either the morning or afternoon shift to 

color our neighborhood clean! 
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planning for the future; he hopes that in the next five 

years they can start constructing more dog parks in 

midtown, Millard Park, and southwest Omaha. 

 

Everyone is very excited for this new park. Imagine the 

sun shining down overhead, the refreshing breeze, and 

dogs running freely around the beautiful new park. 

Personally, I can’t wait! 
 

New Dog Park Comes to Midtown! 
By: Zoey Carlberg 

 

The cool breeze tickling your face, the lush grass like 

pillows every step, yellow heads of dandelions popping 

out of the ground. Parks are amazing places to play 

with your kids, catch up with an old friend, or enjoy a 

yummy sandwich under the shade of a big oak tree. Is 

there anything better? Yes, a dog park. 

 

For any dog owner a place where you can let your 

beloved dog run around, socialize, and play is an 

amazing opportunity. Some major decisions can either 

make or break a dog park so I talked to Brook Bench, 

Director of Omaha Parks and Recreation and a proud 

dog owner about the construction and plan for a new 

dog park in Dewey Park. 

 

Brook was a very nice man and answered all of my 

questions with thorough and thoughtful answers about 

the upcoming dog park! I started out the conversation, 

“As director of Parks and Recreation what is your 

involvement with the dog park?” He replied that he has 

had a major role throughout the project. He suggested 

the idea for the new dog park and he oversees many 

other major projects in Omaha. 

 

“When is a dog park a good fit for a public park and 

when is it not?” I asked Bench. He explained that a dog 

park should be in area where it will get lots of use. 

“[You want it to be] isolated so there is room for the 

dogs [to roam] but also near other locations so it will be 

used.” 

 

Dewey Park is a good location because it is surrounded 

with lots of new development, and new people and lots 

of people have dogs. It will definitely get lots of 

use. 

 

That's not all, this dog park is going to have even more 

perks. There will be a center that can be used for doggy 

birthday parties, character artist to draw you and 

your dog, irrigation, vendors, bathrooms, turf, and even 

days where you can get your dog(s) groomed. 

 

Brook started thinking about this project four years ago 

and began putting his idea on paper three years ago. He 

worked with three landscape architects, and they just 

received all the funding. They received $40,000 from 

private donations. Construction is planned to start in 45 

days if the weather permits. Bench is already 
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with my class.  And this very year, my whole family is 

becoming Catholic on Easter. This is me leading my 

family into the Catholic faith.  St. Cecilia’s enabled me 

to do that. 

 

 I became friends with everyone in my class in 6th 

grade, and started getting involved in extracurriculars 

like soccer, basketball, volleyball, track and later on 

cross country. I am in operetta this year because my 

friend Caroline gave me the confidence to try out. I’ve 

met all of my best friends here.  A couple of weeks ago 

when I was altar serving, I messed up in front of all my 

friends. That Monday at school, everyone had their 

laughs, but no one was making fun of me; they told me 

“that was bad, but we still love you.”   St. Cecilia is 

like my second family.  This is what Catholic schools 

are all about.   

 

Thank you to all you parishioners who support St. 

Cecilia’s School. 

 
 

Hi, Everyone.  My Name is Maniah 

Dyche. 

 

I am an 8th grader here at St. Cecilia. I have 4 siblings, 

but they don’t go to this school. Over my years at St. 

Cecilia,  I have learned so much!  When I arrived at St. 

Cecilia in fifth grade, I wasn’t Catholic then, but I am 

now, and we’ll talk about that later. 

 

This Catholic School has helped me serve in so many 

ways, serving my community, family and school. 

Every day our religion teacher asks us, “Who should 

we pray for?” I usually say the poor and my grandpa, 

who has cancer. Religion class has given me a whole 

new perspective on the world. 

 

When I was younger and my friends always got better 

grades, I would think, “I am never going to succeed 

like they do.” Now when I feel that way, I say to 

myself, “proof you can improve.” I learned to think 

this way because of my teachers. I became a better 

student because of them and have learned to study 

more. 

 

In elementary school, I don’t think I even knew the 

word teamwork. Now I have learned that to be a leader, 

you need to have followers, you have to inspire people 

to want to follow you, but it’s also about teamwork. 

This year I am doing a project for history day with a 

partner, and we are working together as a team. I am 

also always having fun; that’s also important. Having 

fun is very essential to kids and even adults. 

 

Most importantly, St.Cecilia’s has given me an 

opportunity to lead my family into the church. In 6th 

grade I told my mom, “Mom, I want to be a Catholic.”  

When she asked why, I said, “Mom, I want to be able 

to altar serve like the other girls.”  She told me to think 

about that for another year.  In 7th grade I said, “ Mom 

I want to be Catholic.”  When she asked why, I said 

”So I can serve and receive confirmation and go to a 

Catholic high school.” She said, “Ask again next year.”  

In 8th grade, I said,  “Mom, I want to become 

Catholic.”  When she asked why, I took a second to 

think.  I answered,  “I believe I belong to the Catholic 

faith. I feel God’s calling me, and also because I want 

to live out the faith through our family.”  At a school 

Mass in November, I was baptized and received my 

first communion with my school and my family 

present to welcome me.  I was confirmed in November  

New Owners: Midtown Auto Service and 

Exhaust, 3322 Leavenworth Street. 
 

Our mission is to use our lifetime of automotive experience to 

provide our customers with fair pricing, great service and a 

friendly and comfortable environment. The manager, Mike Clark, 

and his staff remain the same great team of technicians you 

already depend on. We believe the members of our team are some 

of the finest, most knowledgeable technicians in the area. They 

are experienced, friendly and easy to talk to about your vehicles 

service and repairs needs. 

 

Please stop and say Hello. We would enjoy meeting you. Enjoy a 

cup of coffee and see what’s happening. We can change your oil, 

repair your brakes or use our alignment machine to correct what 

the "Pot-Holes" may have done this winter. Receive discounts on 

your mechanical work when you bring in this announcement!  

 

We look forward to meeting you and continuing to provide you 

with the best Auto Service & Repair available. 

Mike and Vicki Tederman, New and Proud Proprietors  
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In Case You Missed It . . . 
By Laura Green, LNA Secretary 

 
April 18, 2019 Meeting 
In Attendance: 21 

Treasurer – Account Balances: Checking Account: $7,258.45; 

Jim Krin Fund: $633.53; PayPal (Membership): $119.80 

Team LNA Membership: Individuals-15, Businesses-6, Talk to 

Janelle if you aren’t sure you paid your dues 

Team Newsletter: The newsletter is distributed to 11 businesses. 

Two paying advertisers, and the Farmer’s Market will be taking 

out a quarter page ad soon. 

Old Business: 

 LNA Spring Clean Up Day: Date is Saturday, May 18
th

 

from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 Compost Site: Brent from Hillside Solutions presented 

information and answered questions about having a 

compost bin in the LNA neighborhood: 

o Allows for any “bio-mass” (something that was 

once living) to be composted, such as paper 

goods, food, yard wasted, chicken bones . . . but 

no dog poop.  

o The monthly price is $40 for a 64-gallon bin. 

Each additional bin is $5.  

o The bin is emptied weekly  

o Hillside wants to partner with the LNA and 

would give us the first month free.  LNA would 

be the first neighborhood association in 

Nebraska to do neighborhood composting. 

o A benefit for LNA members only, or for 

“compost only” members for a small fee 

o Bins can have locks, which is recommended if 

it is kept on a public site.  LNA would need the 

city’s permission to have it at Dewey Park. 

o Ashley and Abby are writing a grant for this 

o LNA membership will vote on this at the next 

meeting 

 Park Avenue Project: Cary Thomsen, RDG, shared 

information about the revisiting and updating the PAP.  

 New Business: 

  A grant request to the Midtown Neighborhood Alliance 

to cover the cost of the composting for a year  

 LNA neighborhood garden cleanup and planting will be 

Saturday, May 4
th

 at 11:00.  Color Burst Landscaping is 

donating their time to develop plans for each garden 

space, Urban Village is donating $300 for the purchase 

of plants. Volunteers are needed. 

 Omaha Gives is Wednesday, May 22
nd

.  The minimum 

donation online is $10. GO to omahagives.org to donate.  

Last year LNA raised $500+ 

 The Dewey Park Dog Park project has obtained a 

contractor who hopes to start construction in June 

 The city has a donation of trees to plant in Leavenworth 

Park 

Next LNA Meeting: May 16, 2019 at the Dewey Park building 

 

SONA Grants 
By Carol Haas 

 

SONA is now accepting applications for our 2019 

mini-grant program. Funded projects must be 

completed in or benefit residents in SONA's focus 

area: 72nd (West) to the Missouri River (East), and 

Dodge (North) to Harrison (South).  Grant awards are 

up to $6000. 

 

Applications are due Monday, July 1st at 11:59pm.  

Awardees will be notified by July 15th. All funds 

received must be spent by December 31st, 2019.  Here 

is a link to the 

application: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVJLX

LS 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions or would 

like a paper copy of the application. Thanks for 

working to strengthen South Omaha neighborhoods! 

 

Kimara Snipe, President 
 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVJLXLS
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVJLXLS
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Hand Up Food Pantry through First 

Presbyterian Church and First Lutheran 

Church Food Pantry.  

6.   Be creative with your food scraps. For    

 example, make a vegetable stock out of 

 vegetable scraps, make a stock from chicken 

 or beef bones, add your broccoli or kale stems 

 to a soup, or make vinegar out of your fruit 

 scraps. 

7. Know the difference between expired food and 

 “best by” dates. Just because food has passed 

 the “expires on” or “best by” date doesn’t 

 mean the food is bad or can’t be consumed. 

 Use your senses to tell if something is off, and 

 don’t just rely on the label.  

8. When you’re planning a longer trip away from 

 home, remember to empty your fridge of any 

 fresh foods beforehand.  

9. Want to go the extra mile with reducing food 

 waste in our city? Shop at one of our local 

 farmers markets, support non-profits like 

 Saving Grace Food Rescue, support grocery 

 stores that donate their food waste to non-

 profits like Saving Grace, and become an 

 advocate for food donations at local grocery  

 stores that aren’t on board yet. 

10. For any food waste that is unavoidable, use a 

 compost bin and turn all that food waste into 

 plant fuel!  

 

 

10 Ways You Can Help Reduce Food 

Waste  
By Addie Gengenbach 

 

The average American throws out somewhere between 

300-400lb of food a year, and 20% of the food we buy is 

never eaten. In the Leavenworth neighborhood alone, 

that could easily amount to over 1 million pounds of 

food waste per year.   

 

It takes a lot of energy and resources to get food into our 

fridges, including labor, fresh water sources, land and 

the nutrients in the land, as well as the energy it takes to 

transport that food to the store and finally your home. So 

when we throw out food, we’re also throwing out all the 

time, effort, and supplies needed to get that food to your 

fridge.  

 

But we can take steps in our day-to-day lives to help 

make a difference: 

 

1. Be aware of how much food you actually waste. 

Pay attention to what foods you throw out over 

the span of a week or two. Take a picture of it 

every time you toss something or log it in a 

journal. You might be surprised at how much 

you throw out.  

2. Do a pantry challenge. Most of us have soon-to-

expire canned food, spices from who knows 

when, and pastas and cereals that have been in 

the pantry forever. Check what you have and 

what you need to use up, write it all down, and 

display that list on the fridge so you remember 

what you have. Then include those items in 

future meal plans to get them out of there before 

they expire. 

3. Meal plans are also helpful for decreasing your 

food waste. Plan out your shopping list and 

follow that golden rule of never shopping while 

hungry.  

4. Don’t let food get pushed to the back of the 

fridge where it’s likely to get forgotten about and 

tossed out later. Doing a quick cleanup of your 

fridge before your grocery trips can also help you 

avoid this (and from buying something you 

already have). 

5. Avoid buying in bulk, unless your family has 

proved that they go through that item 

consistently. If you have a lot of bulk items you 

feel like you’re unlikely to go through soon (and 

aren’t expired yet), donate them to a local food 

pantry. We have a couple in the neighborhood: 

Hand Up Food Pantry through First Presbyterian 

Church and First Lutheran Church Food Pantry.  

https://www.fpcomaha.org/mission/activities/
https://www.fpcomaha.org/mission/activities/
https://sites.google.com/flcomaha.org/foodpantry
https://sites.google.com/flcomaha.org/foodpantry
https://savinggracefoodrescue.org/
https://savinggracefoodrescue.org/food-donors/
https://savinggracefoodrescue.org/food-donors/
https://www.fpcomaha.org/mission/activities/
https://www.fpcomaha.org/mission/activities/
https://sites.google.com/flcomaha.org/foodpantry
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Omaha’s 7th annual 24-hour charitable challenge is set 

for May 22. The giving begins at midnight with a 

minimum $10 donation and hourly drawings and prizes 

make your donations go further. 

 

The Leavenworth Neighborhood Association is registered 

under this fantastic program. 

 

Go to www.OmahaGives.org and donate. Thank YOU!! 

 

Quick Snips..... 
 

Anderson O'Brien Fine Art has opened in Midtown 

Crossing., 3201 Farnam, Ste. 6109.  They have quite the 

array of items to choose from, primarily artists from the 

Midwest.  Check them out!!!  www.aobfineart.com. 

<><><><><><> 

Monday Night Movies start at Midtown Crossing on 

June 3!!!  Bring the whole family! 

<><><><><><> 

Congratulations to Subby Anzaldo, recognized for his 

outstanding public service over the years as Councilman, 

Acting Mayor, and Midtown Advocate.  The Columbus 

Park Community Center is now named "The Subby 

Anzaldo Columbus Park Community Center." Thank 

you Subby for all that you have done for this great city.  

A recognition well deserved. 

 
 

Sunday, May 19, From 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Bring your vintage cars & trucks, project cars & hot rods 

and motorcycles for a free show & shine event! 

No pre-registration or fees.  Midtown Crossing. 

Questions?  Host Tom Johnson: carshomaha@gmail.com 

 

With Love to Tom Olson 
By Jim Thompson 

 

Bud's.  I know Bud Olson's Bar was named for a real 

person, Tom's father.  But what I have learned over 

the almost four decades that I have lived in this 

neighborhood, is that such a name can evolve into a 

feeling.  Buds.  Yes, as in buddies, friends, pals, 

chums.  How does that happen?  Certainly Down 

Under can be a location, Aldermans can be a group of 

elected city officials.  But Bud's, definitely not the 

intent when the sign was erected, turned the patrons 

into Buds.  Cool.  Much credit to the top bud, Tom 

Olson. 

 

Can atmosphere have a rating?? "Blank blank has a 

high level of atmosphere." "Interior design specialist 

did a high ranking job on the space now occupied by 

Boring Company."  At Bud's the atmosphere was 

another evolution.  I seriously think Tom might have 

been a little embarrassed when the walls got painted 

few years ago.  I think all the smoke stained ceiling 

tiles have all been replaced by now.  But for sure, the 

place is unique.  Enjoyable in spite of age of the 

fixtures.  Heck, the Drunken Monks love their special 

view.  And very few people cringe when they sit at a 

stool that is as old as they are.  Or older. 

 

Neighborhood rumor is telling us that Tom has been 

forced into retirement.  Damn doctors, how can they 

take away the bloodline of Leavenworth Street?  

About a year ago Tom had some health issues that 

parked him for awhile. He came back.  But his time 

serving whatever, accurately and timely to chums that 

don't even have to tell him what they want, may have 

come to an end.  He is resting at home, doing good is 

the report. 

 

The future of the bar itself remains to be seen.  I hope 

the new proprietor knows how evolution in a 

neighborhood like ours has to work.  Tom Olson 

wrote the book on how to change a beer drinker into a 

buddy.  It came with a wry smile, a goal of customer 

service, a most positive thank you, and for sure the 

well meaning and true "later".  Yup, back again for 

that exquisite Bloody Mary that tasted soooo good 

after a hard day. 

 

I cannot begin to thank Tom for all that he has done:  

St. Patrick's Day, golf support, softball teams, coffee 

for the gang.  There will be more, later, my friends. 

 

 

 



 

THE LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 

Who We Are 
 

A neighborhood association advocating growth and pride for 

families and business in the heart of the city -- working to 

provide a safe, attractive, and welcoming environment in 

which to live, work, and play. The LNA is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit 

organization.  
 

Our Board Members 
 

President:  Ashley Flater  

 Email: President@LNAOmaha.org 

Vice-President: Jack Henry 402-650-3761 

 Email: Vice-President@LNAOmaha.org 

Secretary: Laura Green  

 Email: Secretary@LNAOmaha.org 

Treasurer: Email: Janelle Domeyer 

 Email: Treasurer@LNAOmaha.org 

At Large: Ben White, 402-346-5700 

 Email: atlarge@LNAOmaha.org 

 

Join us for our monthly meetings -- the 3rd Thursday of the 

month, 7 p.m., Dewey Park Building on Turner Blvd. 

Website: www.LNAOmaha.org 
 

Become a Member of the LNA 
 

Name: _________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________ 

               _______________________________ 

 

Phone: ________________________________ 

 

E-mail: ________________________________ 
Family membership: $15 annually 

Business membership: $25 annually 
Name of Business: ______________________ 

 
____ New Member                ____ Renewal 

 

Make checks payable to LNA. Dues are for Jan.-Dec. 

Mail to LNA, 3031 Leavenworth St, Omaha, NE 68105 

Or send via PayPal to: Treasurer@LNAOmaha.org 

Each adult 18 or older, 2 max. per family or business that pay dues 

and lives, owns property, or owns/operates a business in the LNA 

boundaries shall be eligible to vote on Association matters. 

LNA boundaries: East - 29th St., North - Dodge St.,  

South - Pacific St., West - 36th St. 

 

"Celebrating together as 
friends and neighbors"                           

May 

2019 

 

 

LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

3031 Leavenworth St. 

Omaha, NE 68105 
 


