
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Volume 33 Issue 5, May 2018 
 

The LEAVENWORTH EXCHANGE 
Celebrating together as friends and neighbors 

 

Reminder! The next LNA 

Membership meeting will be 

May 17, 2018. 7:00 PM 

 

NOTE THE CHANGE 

IN LOCATION:   

We will be meeting at 

First Central 

Congregational Church,  

36th & Dewey  

Come to the patio doors 

on the south side of the 

church. 
 

Please come and bring your ideas, 

thoughts and concerns. 

 

President's Letter 
 

Spring has finally arrived and from the smell of it, the 

neighborhood is grilling and enjoying evening fire-pits. 

 Food and flowers seem new again. The tulips we 

planted last year at LNAHQ in Dewey Park sprouted 

again and brightened up the old building.  More 

exciting news for the building is that the much 

anticipated renovation of the rest rooms has started!  

 

We’ll have state-of-the-art facilities by the end of 

August. During the planned construction phase, we’ll 

relocate to First Congregational Church.  

 

The new Dog Park, going in between the building and 

the handball courts, begins construction soon as well. 

The $460K dog run includes sun-shades and water 

features in two sections, divided for small and large 

pets. The turf will cleanse itself nightly to ensure a 

sanitary experience for the pets the following day.  A 

long-time fixture of the park also has new life: the horse 

shoe pits are cleaned and a league plays weekly on 

Tuesdays from 6-10 PM. 

 

Up-coming events include a block party at the 

Leavenworth Rows on May 26
th

.  Uptown Homes will 

host the event and a band. Local Omaha bands and 

artists are being contacted. LNA will have a rummage  
    Letter continued on Page 2 
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Spring Clean-Up May 12 
By Jim Thompson 

 

Time: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Where: Dewey Park Bldg., Turner  

  Blvd. and Dewey 

Who: Everyone in our neighborhood 

Why: Because for 33 years we have taken pride in 

our neighborhood by cleaning up the bulk trash from 

garages, alleys, basements, etc.  The City has provided 

the means by budgeting and providing the packer trucks 

and manpower to haul this bulky trash.  We, and other 

neighborhood groups, take this day to round up the junk 

that cannot go on the curb. 

 

There will be a chance to recycle scrap metal again, as 

we have done for 32 years.  And as we have also done 

for the last three decades, we will assist those in need 

and roam the alleys for junk. But we do need someone 

with a pick-up truck to volunteer.    The City has again 

provided sites for dropping off tires and appliances. 

Tires can be dropped off at 22nd & Leavenworth.  

Appliances need to be dropped off at South High School 

on 23rd & J Street.  Note that rims must be removed 

from the tires. 

 

If you do not have the means to transport your junk, call 

me at 402-342-4371. 

 

Here are the simple rules: 

* Neighborhood volunteers will monitor the dumpsters 

(NO commercial hauling!) 

* Items ACCEPTED: furniture, bulky items, metal 

* Items NOT ACCEPTED: yardwaste, rocks, concrete, 

paint, hazardous & toxic material 

* Toxic materials (paint, oil, pesticides, chemicals) can 

be taken to the Under the Sink facility near 120th & I 

Streets.  They are making special provisions this year to 

be open on Saturday until 4:00 PM, no appointment 

necessary. 

* Tree brush vouchers will be available for large loads. 

 

Please note that the hours of our event are only from 

9:00 AM until 2:00 PM. And yes, VOLUNTEERS 

ARE NEEDED!  Especially if you have a truck.  The 

Membership Team will be on hand to collect your dues 

and provide refreshments.  Thank you to our consistent 

and loyal vendors in the LNA for their donations. 

            
 

Letter, continued from Page 1 

rummage sale at the Down Under Lounge on June 16. 

There are 13 parking stalls and each will host a vendor 

with proceeds going to the LNA. Stay tuned for details 

of both via our Facebook page.  

Life is good in the neighborhood.  

Jack Henry 
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Congratulations to our neighbors to the north!!!  

From their newsletter, Gifford Park's Pride, we share 

the following story... 

 

Gifford Park is the Newest Community 

Arboretum Affiliate  
This is from a letter written to Gifford Park 

Neighborhood Association from the Nebraska 

Statewide Arboretum 

 

In association with both Earth Day and Arbor Day, the 

Nebraska Statewide Arboretum (NSA) is pleased to 

announce that the Gifford Park Neighborhood, one of 

Omaha’s oldest and greenest neighborhoods, has been 

approved as the newest affiliate site of NSA via its 

community arboretum program. The neighborhood, 

which is located just west of downtown and north of 

Midtown, has been active in tree planting and care, 

community gardening, urban farming, habitat 

improvement and environmental education for many 

years. 

 

Gifford Park arboretum is spread throughout the 

neighborhood. It includes a variety of sites: Gifford Park, 

Gifford Park Community Garden & Adventure 

Playground, a butterfly garden, Big Muddy Urban Farm 

garden (eight sites), Sweet Thymes Permaculture 

Garden, the green space at 30th and Cass, Teen Market 

Garden, Turner Park North, Creighton Bluejay/Root 

Down Garden, Yates Community Center garden and a 

new elementary school opening in fall of 2019. 

 

The arboretum also includes the neighborhood’s tree-

lined streets as well as many exceptional  home 

landscapes that have been cultivated with care, creativity 

and ecological awareness. To date, more than 50 species 

of trees and shrubs have been identified growing in the 

neighborhood with more species being added to the list 

every year. 

 

Gifford Park is rich in both greenery and culture and is a 

great place to learn about how people of various 

ethnicities and incomes can work together to make a 

neighborhood not only greener but also more purposeful 

for everyone that lives within it. 

 

To learn more about the Gifford Park Neighborhood 

Arboretum, contact Chris Foster at 402-290-8187 or 

foster3413@cox.net. This is the newest member of the 

Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, “planting  Nebraska for 

healthy people, vibrant communities and a resilient 

environment,” https://plantnebraska.org. 

 

 

The EXCHANGE is in the Running!! 
By Jim Thompson 

 

Neighborhoods USA has chosen our newsletter as a 

finalist in the award category of "Best Electronic 

Newsletter" for the upcoming annual convention.  

To be held in Birmingham, AL, on May 23 - 26. 

There are a few folks from Omaha that are heading 

down for the event and I hope they will accept the 

award on our behalf if we win! 

 

Although we produce The Exchange in both e-

version and black/white printed copy, we submitted 

the colorful e-version for consideration.  I checked 

out our competition and am fully confident that we 

will bring home the prize.  (Yes, I am biased). 

 

It is an honor to be in the running especially 

considering the number of neighborhood groups 

around the country.  I hope you enjoy reading our 

neighborhood treasure. 

 

 

www.NUSA.org 
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Quick Snips..... 
 

Chicago Dawg at Midtown Crossing has closed their 

doors.  We don't know why.  BUT!!! Culprit is 

coming!  This wonderful cafe and bakery will be in the 

space of what used to be Delice.  We have been to their 

location downtown and the baked goods are awesome!! 

 

<><><><><><> 

News flash: Modern Love Omaha is moving into our 

neighborhood in the space previously occupied by 

Chicago Dawg. Great vegan comfort food! Welcome! 

 

<><><><><><> 

I am hesitant to report that Farine + Four has the best 

begets that I've ever tasted.  And I have been to Paris 

and consumed the treats there.  But I want to assure that 

when I run up there, my top choice will be available.  If 

word spreads, they just might run out.  Yummy yummy. 

 

Need a Green Bin?? 

 

Until we get our large carts for trash and recycling, 

residents need to put their recyclables into the Green 

Bin.  These are available through the Omaha Public 

Library at the following locations: 

 Abrahams  5111 N. 90th 

 Sorensen 4808 Cass St. 

 Elkhorn 2100 Reading Plaza 

 South  2808 Q St. 

 Saddlebrook 14850 Laurel Ave 

 Washington 2868 Ames Ave 

 

Details of the recycling do's and don'ts can be found 

at www.wasteline.org. 

 

 

 
May 15 is the Primary Election.  Find your polling 

place at www.VoteDouglasCounty.com.   Find some 

detailed information on candidates at omahalwv.org or 

vote411.org 

 
Omaha’s 6th annual 24-hour charitable challenge is set 

for May 23. The giving begins at midnight with a 

minimum $10 donation and hourly drawings and prizes 

make your donations go further. 

 

The LNA is registered under this fantastic program. 

 

Go to www.OmahaGives.org and donate. Thank YOU!! 

http://omahalwv.org/
http://vote411.org/
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Parking in the Neighborhood 
By Jim Thompson 

 

One of our members was recently ticketed for parking 

within 3 feet of a neighbor's driveway.  Yes, there is an 

ordinance requiring that clearance.  The issue that was 

reported focused not on the violation, but a suggestion 

that the violator should have been asked before their 

neighbor called it into the police.  Sure, a neighborly 

thing to do. 

 

Especially in the last couple of years, I have noticed a 

more extreme violation of City ordinance where 

residents are parking on the sidewalk.  Because of the 

density of the neighborhood, there is bound to be a rear 

end or two sticking out of a driveway, but what I cannot 

understand is why drivers think that sidewalks are for 

cars? 

 

Now that the weather has cooperated people are out 

walking - kids, dogs, themselves.  Observing them walk 

out into the street to get around these violators is very 

unsafe.  So, do I walk up to each door and ask them 

nicely to not do that?  Or report to the police? 

 

Over time we seem to have accepted too many violations 

in city code as normal.  As a concerned neighbor, I do 

not have enforcing power other than common courtesy.  

And in an ideal neighborhood we know our neighbors by 

their first name, their kid's name, dog's name, etc.  Thus 

we should be able to simply talk to each other.  But 

reality sets in and, once again in our densely populated 

neighborhood with multiple, temporary residents, we 

never see these neighbors in order to ask them to not be a 

jerk. 

 

Does that justify calling 911 or the S.E. Precinct at 402-

444-4041?  Or the Mayor's Hotline at 444-5555? 

Sometimes. 

 

The bigger issue, in my opinion, is that these 

bothersome, unsightly and UNSAFE conditions are 

continually ignored by those who possess the enforcing 

power.  Maybe I missed the ordinance change that 

allows parking on the sidewalks??  

 

We need to all strive to make living with your neighbors 

a comfortable relationship.   Such behavior includes that 

we all follow the rules the city creates.  The weather has 

allowed us to be outside.  It's ok to say "hi" to your 

neighbor.  And if parking is part of the conversation, that 

can be healthy. 

 

WANTED: 
TIME, YOUR TIME 

 

The Leavenworth Neighborhood has been around for 

a long time. We are run by volunteers, we are 

supported by dues and grants.  But we need an hour 

or two of YOUR time to continue to make this 

neighborhood proud.  Please call, come to a meeting, 

and discover what you can do. 
 

 



 

THE LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 

Who We Are 
 

A neighborhood association advocating growth and pride for 

families and business in the heart of the city -- working to 

provide a safe, attractive, and welcoming environment in 

which to live, work, and play. The LNA is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit 

organization.  
 

Our Board Members 
 

President: Jack Henry 402-650-3761 

 Email: President@LNAOmaha.org 

Vice-President: John Costanzo 402-699-0048     

 Email: Vice-President@LNAOmaha.org 

Secretary: Andrew Flater 515-520-1255   

 Email: Secretary@LNAOmaha.org 

Treasurer: Email: Janelle Domeyer 

 Email: Treasurer@LNAOmaha.org 

At Large: Ben White, 402-346-5700 

 Email: atlarge@LNAOmaha.org 

 

Join us for our monthly meetings -- the 3rd Thursday of the 

month, 7 p.m., Dewey Park Building on Turner Blvd. 

Website: www.LNAOmaha.org 
 

Become a Member of the LNA 
 

Name: _________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________ 

               _______________________________ 

 

Phone: ________________________________ 

 

E-mail: ________________________________ 
Family membership: $15 annually 

Business membership: $25 annually 
Name of Business: ______________________ 

 
____ New Member                ____ Renewal 

 

Make checks payable to LNA. Dues are for Jan.-Dec. 

Mail to LNA, 3031 Leavenworth St, Omaha, NE 68105 

Or send via PayPal to: Treasurer@LNAOmaha.org 

Each adult 18 or older, 2 max. per family or business that pay dues 

and lives, owns property, or owns/operates a business in the LNA 

boundaries shall be eligible to vote on Association matters. 

LNA boundaries: East - 29th St., North - Dodge St.,  

South - Pacific St., West - 36th St. 

 

"Celebrating together as 
friends and neighbors"                           

May  

2018 

 

 

IF YOU SEE 
SOMETHING, 

SAY 
SOMETHING 

LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

3031 Leavenworth St. 

Omaha, NE 68105 
 


